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Spotlight on Summer Research 

The Department kicked off its Women’s Health Research Scholars 
Program on June 18, 2008, welcoming students to the six-week, 
paid summer internship. 

Under the leadership of faculty mentors, this year’s students will 
work on a variety of projects including a survey on women ages 30 
and over regarding their awareness of spotting and irregular bleed-
ing as signs of endometrial cancer, and a survey of minority women 
and teenagers and their attitudes toward the use of condoms and 
intrauterine contraceptives. Additionally, one of the students will 
work with Chair Leo B. Twiggs, MD, on a position paper supporting 
mandatory human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccination for young 
women in Florida. 

Parker Redlien, a UM undergraduate student, will work with Dr. 
Twiggs. Redlien hopes the paper will be completed by the end of the 
summer so that it can be used to lobby the Florida legislature in the 
fall.  

“This project has the potential to save many lives and I am excited 
and honored to be a part of it,” said Redlien. 

The Projects: 

►Tarek Bardawil, MD, is leading a survey to evaluate whether 
women are aware of the signs of endometrial cancer – irregular or 
heavy periods in premenopausal women and spotting in  
menopausal and postmenopausal women.  

In collaboration with the Department of Medicine, Dr. Bardawil and 
UM third-year medical student Jennifer King are surveying women 
ages 30 and over obtaining care at UMMG primary care facilities. 
The survey will asses women’s attitudes toward heavy menstrual 
periods and postmenopausal bleeding.  

For example, the survey asks whether women find these symptoms 
abnormal and if they seek treatment for them. If they do seek  
treatment, do their primary care physicians refer them to specialists 
or are they unconcerned? If the survey results indicate that women 
are not aware of the connection to endometrial cancer, Dr. Bardawil 
plans on applying for a grant that will allow him to survey a larger 
patient population at a national level. Other plans include developing 
an awareness campaign. 

►Christopher Estes, MD, MPH, will work with UM first-year medical 
students Linda Daniels and Aliye Runyan on two projects. The first 
project is a survey that will assess the attitudes of minority women 
and teenagers toward intrauterine devices and condom use. The 
second project will evaluate the effectiveness of coupling  
acupuncture and anesthesia in pain management after gynecology 
procedures such as termination of pregnancy or endometrial  
ablation.  

►Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, MD, MPH, is working with UM first-year 
medical student Allison Laboon on retrospective studies in maternal 
fetal medicine. One of the studies involves a look at the bladder 
pressures of women with preeclampsia and those without the  
condition.  

►Todra Anderson, MD, is working with Crystal Higgs, a graduate 
student majoring in medical sciences at Indiana University and 
Nicholas Jeffrey, a graduate student majoring in public health at 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University. Higgs is surveying 

Back row, from left: Parker Redlien, Linda Daniels, Dr. Estes, 
Nicholas Jeffrey, Crystal Higgs, and Dr. Potter. Front row, from left: 
Jennifer King, Allison LaBoon, Aliye Runyan, Dr. Anderson, and 
Dr. Gonzalez-Quintero. 

past and present post-term 
deliveries to find the  
standard of care for  
post-term pregnancies.  

 
Jeffrey will help conduct  
research to determine if the 
influenza vaccine should be 
recommended to pregnant 
patients during flu season as 
part of standard care, or if 
the vaccine should be  
recommended to patients 
during post-partum care.  

The program is now in its 
second year and is funded in 
part by the Forum on 
Women’s Health, a group 
comprised of 150 South  
Florida women dedicated to 
enhancing the health and 
well being of women, their 

families and those in their 
community through their 
collaboration with the Miller 
School of Medicine.  

Founded in 2006, the Forum 
works with Miller in providing 
its members with information 
specific to women’s health, 
facilitating access to  
physicians, and coordinating 
and funding community out-
reach activities for the  
underserved. 

Students interested in  
participating next summer 
can contact Dr. Potter at  

jpotter2@med.miami.edu. 

 

Communications Intern 

Also interning this summer is Andrea Concepcion, a  
journalism major in her second year at UM. 

Concepcion will be interning with Communications Manager 
Jackie Taylor and will be writing stories for the newsletter 
and contributing to marketing efforts.  
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Community 

►Volunteers are needed for the annual DOCS health fairs.  

September 6, 2008   Hialeah Health Fair 

October 4, 2008   Little Haiti Health Fair 

November 15, 2008   Florida City and Upper Keys Health Fairs 

January 24, 2009   Florida Keys Health Fairs 

February  7, 2009   Pompano Beach Health Fair 

Clinical and non-clinical volunteers are welcome. To participate, please contact Nahida Chakhtoura, MD, at  
nchaktoura@med.miami.edu.  

Publications/Presentations 

► Peter Takacs, MD, Marc Gualtieri, MD, Mehidi Nassiri, MD, Keith Candiotti, MD, and Carlos Medina, MD  had their paper, “Vaginal 
Smooth Muscle Cell Apoptosis is Increased in Women with Pelvic Organ Prolapse,” accepted for publication by  the International 
Urogynecological Journal. The paper is a result of the Translational Gynecological Research Group, a collaborative group of physician 
researchers that include Drs. Takacs and Medina (urogynecology), Dr. Candiotti (anesthesiology), and Dr. Nassiri (pathology). Dr. 
Gualtieri contributed to the project as a fourth year medical student and is currently a first year OB/GYN resident. 

► Gynecologic Oncology Fellows presented research at the Western Association of Gynecologic Oncologists and Felix Rutledge So-
ciety meeting in Sonoma Valley, CA, held June 12-13, 2008: 

Andrea Papadia, MD, presented two lectures, “Experimental Therapy of ES-2 Human Platinum Resistant Ovarian Cancer With Tar-
geted Cytotoxic Somatostain and LHRH Analogues,” and “Frozen Section is Inaccurate at Predicting Need for Staging in Endometrial 
Cancer.” 

Edward Jimenez, MD,  presented a poster, “Prognostic Value of MUC4 and Her-2/neu Expression in Endometrial Carcinoma.” 

Samer Schuman, MD, presented a poster, “Screening for Cervical Cancer Using Primary HPV Testing and Reflex Cytology: a Cost-
Effective Analysis.” 

► Karen Simmons, MD, presented a lecture at the Florida Counsel Against Sexual Violence conference held in Miami Beach, June 17
-18, 2008. 

►Leo B. Twiggs, MD, will present a lecture on gynecologic oncology and women’s health to the Department of Physical Therapy on 
July 22, 2008. 

Bulletin Board 

► Elvire Jacques, MD, is getting married on Saturday, July 5, 2008, in Costa Rica.  We wish her the best on this joyous occasion. 

► Anna Wyman, a former University of Miami Miller School of Medicine employee died on May 29, 2008, after bat-
tling Lymphoma. Ms. Wyman was employed by the Department of Pediatrics but worked closely with the Depart-
ment of OB/GYN’s division of research and special projects. Primarily she worked as an advocate for HIV positive 
women.  
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Name:  Karla Judith Fuentes  

Job title:  Receptionist 

Time with the department:  two years. 

If I could travel to any place in the world, it would be Israel because 
I would love to see the Holy Land and walk where Jesus 
walked. 

Karla Fuentes 

What most people don’t know about me is that I’m a hairstylist. 

Three words my friends would use to describe me are: funny, compassionate, friendly. 

My idea of a perfect day is going to the beach with my family.    

My favorite dish is Honduran tamales. 

What I like most about my job is that you learn something new everyday from the doctors and the staff. 

HR Corner 

Welcome to the OB/GYN Family! 

The Department extends a warm welcome to: 

• Delilah Lamper, who will be joining us on July 7, 2008, as senior credentialing specialist. She comes to the Department after  
serving as a credential coordinator at Jackson Memorial Hospital. Ms. Lamper has over ten years of experience in the medical 
credentialing field and a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Florida International University.  

 

For questions, comments, or to submit items for OB/GYN Connection,  

please contact  Jackie Taylor at jtaylor2@med.miami.edu 


