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Events: 

► February 19-21 

The department will host its annual 

conference, New Concepts in 

Women’s Health 2009, at the May-

fair Hotel & Spa in Coconut Grove. 

To register, visit 

www.cme.med.miami.edu. OB/GYN 

faculty and residents can attend 

free of charge, but must register. 

Jackson employees will receive a 

discounted rate. 

 

► February 28 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Pompano Beach Health Fair 
Saturday, February 28, 2009 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sanders Park Elementary School 
800 N.W. 16th Street 
Pompano Beach, FL 33060 

To volunteer call Isabel Sanchez at 
305-243-4766 or contact her by e-
mail: isanchez3@med.miami.edu. 

Clinical and non-clinical volunteers 
are welcome. 
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University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 

The department’s annual conference, New Concepts in 

Women’s Health, will take place February 19-21, 2009 at 

the Mayfair Hotel & Spa in Coconut Grove. 

Department faculty and residents can attend free of 

charge but must register. Jackson employees will receive 

a discounted rate. 

Course highlights include: 

 Expansion of Prenatal Screening to include Fetal 

Anomalies 

Department’s Annual Conference Takes Place February 19-21 

Call Center Update 

The OB/GYN Women’s Health Access Center opened in Novem-
ber 2007, facilitating communication and raising the department’s 
level of customer service.  
 
Initially the Access Center took calls for three physicians, but is 
now taking calls for seven physicians. Eventually, when the infra-
structure is in place, the center will process patient calls for all 
department faculty. When patients call the center they can speak 
to a nurse about medical concerns, obtain test results, schedule appointments, and obtain nec-
essary referrals for services. This is a great enhancement to the excellent clinical care provided 
to patients.  
 
“In the month of December the center took more than 1,000 calls and the abandonment rate was 
about four percent. Being able to measure the success rate of how we communicate with pa-
tients is great because it let’s us continue to get better and better,” said Ruth Srebrenik, vice 
chair for administration. 

 3-D Sonography 

 Robotics or Laparoscopy: For Whom? 

 Management of Perimenopausal Bleeding/Bladder Dysfunction/Prolapse 

 Embryo and Oocytes Freezing: What Do We Know? 

 Is Fetal Therapy in Utero Real? 

 Invasive Gynecological Sonography 

To view the course brochure visit  

www.ob-gyn.med.miami.edu. To register for the course, call 305-243-6717. 

The course has been approved for 17 ACOG credits. 
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Publications/Presentations 

► Assistant professor Jennifer Daif, M.D., along with Mark Levie, Scott Chudnoff, Bente Kaiser, Shohreh Shahabi co-wrote “Group A 
Streptococcus Causing Necrotizing Faciitis and Toxic Shock Syndrome After Medical Termination of Pregnancy,” published in the 
February issue of Obstetrics & Gynecology (volume 113, no. 2 part 2). 

► Fourth year resident Luis E. Roca II, M.D., alumni Camille Hoffman, M.D., and Lucia F. Gaitan, M.D., and professor Gene Burkett, 
M.D., co-wrote “Placenta Percreta Masquerading as an Acute Abdomen,” published in the February issue of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
(volume 113, no. 2, part 2). 

► Fourth year medical student Megha Garg and assistant professor Nahida Chakhtoura, M.D., will present their abstract, “Project 
Prevent: Cervical Cancer Screening through Service Learning,” at the Women’s Health 2009: the 17th Annual Congress, to be held 
March 27-28 in Williamsburg, VA. 

► Gynecologic oncology fellow Namita Khanna, M.D., will present, “A Regimen of Outpatient Intraperitoneal Carboplatin for Optimally 
Cytoreduced Advanced Ovarian Cancer,” at the Society for Gynecologic Oncologists 40th Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer. The 
meeting will be held February 5-8, 2009 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, TX.  

► The following posters were presented at the Society for Maternal Fetal medicine’s annual meeting held in  
San Diego, CA, in January. 

“Chorioamnionitis and Intrapartum Invasive Monitoring,” fourth year resident Elizabeth Gonzalez, M.D., alumnus Gregory Guell, M.D., 
third year resident Anupama Kathiresan, M.D., fourth year resident Francisco Cruz-Pachano, M.D., data manager Lunthita Duthely, 
and associate professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H. 

“Are Women with Hypothyroidism at Risk for Intrauterine Fetal Demise?” Fourth year resident Enrique Vazquez-Vera, M.D., first year 
resident Yvette Cordova, M.D., assistant profesor Lesley De La Torre, M.D., fourth year resident Francisco Cruz-Pachano, M.D., third 
year resident Eric Schroeder, M.D., data manager Lunthita Duthely, and Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
“The Importance of Restraint Use in Pregnancy,” first year resident Kathleen Brookfield, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., assistant professor of 
surgery Carl Schulman, M.D., associate professor Victor Gonzalez Quintero, M.D., M.P.H.  
 
“Late Preterm Births Infants: A Serious National Public Health Problem,” fourth year resident Amy Flick, fourth year resident Ana Her-
nandez, assistant professor Lesley de La Torre, M.D., second year resident Adrian Marimon, M.D., database analyst Humberto Ele-
jalde, associate professor Amanda Cotter, M.D., M.S.P.H., associate professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H.  
 
“Clinical and Cost-effectiveness of Tocolytic Replacement Following Recurrent Preterm Labor,” fourth year resident Amy Flick, M.D., 
assistant professor Lesley de La Torre, fourth year resident Luis E. Roca, M.D., Niki Istwan, Debbie Rhea, Cheryl Desch, Gary Stan-
ziano, Victor Hugo Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H.  
 
“Vaginal Births After Cesarean (VBAC) Trends in an Academic Institution,” third year resident Enrique Vazquez-Vera, M.D., alumnus 
Albert Triana, M.D., fourth year resident Francisco Cruz-Pachano, M.D., data manager Lunthita Duthely, associate professor Amanda 
Cotter, M.D., M.P.H., and associate professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D.  

“Pregnancy Outcomes in Perinatally HIV Infected Women,” fourth year resident Subha Sundaram,  M.D., third year resident Carmen 
Tudela, M.D., associate professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H., associate professor Amanda Cotter, M.D., M.P.H.  
 

Continued on Page 3 

Back to Page 1 

More than 40 couples attended the University of Miami Infertility Center’s free consultation sessions held  
Saturday, January 17.   

George Attia, M.D., director of the University of Miami Infertility Center, and Charles Lynne, M.D., professor of 
urology and male infertility specialist, met with the couples to discuss their options. All staff members were on 
hand to assist attendees with financial planning and to give them an overview of the services provided by the 
center.  

For more information on future events, call 305-243-UMIC (8642).  

Infertility Clinic Hosts Successful Event 



3 

 

OB/GYN Connection February 2009 

Back to Page 1 

Quoted 

► A few newspapers reported the hiring of Ruben, Quintero, M.D., the department’s recruit for director of the Division of Maternal-
Fetal Medicine. The news appeared in: 

St. Petersburg Times (January 15, 2009) 

Diario Las Americas (January 16, 2009) 

Miami Herald (January 21, 2009) 

El Nuevo Herald (January 21, 2009) 

South Florida Sun-Sentinel (February 2, 2009) 

Fourteen members of the department participated in the DOCS 

health fair held January 24 at three sites in the Florida Keys (Big 

Pine, Marathon, and Key West). At the fair, more than 100 

women received Pap smears through the department’s Project 

Prevent initiative. 

Volunteers included: 

Physicians 

Rabah E. Laoun, M.D. 

Carla Lupi, M.D.  

Mary Jo O’Sullivan, M.D.  
 

Nurses/Nurse Practitioners 

Elizabeth Canoura, A.R.N.P.  

Faith Doyle, A.R.N.P.  

Jamille J. Munajj, A.R.N.P.  

Nelly Diaz-Mendez, A.R.N.P.  

Pam Uharriet, R.N.  
 

Non-clinical 

Marlene Collazo  

Betty Cruz  

Rimsky Denis   

Iliana Rivas  

Isabel Sanchez  

Community 

Publications/Presentations Continued from Page 2 

► The following oral presentations took place at the International Society of Perinatal Medicine Scientific meeting held in San Diego, 
CA, in January. 

“Normal Labor Patterns in U.S. Women,” Jun Zhang, Paul Vanveldhuisen, James Troendle, Uma Reddy, Ware Branch, Jennifer Bailit, 
Michelle Kominiarek, Mildred Ramirez, associate professor Victor Gonzalez Quintero, Matthew Hoffman, Judith Hibbard, James 
Fanning, Ronald Burkman, Shoshana Haberman, Helain Landy, and Kimberly Gregory.  
American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology 

“The Impact of Congenital Anomalies on the Rate of Preterm Birth and Low Birth Weight in the U.S.,” third year resident Carmen 
Tudela, M.D., fourth year resident Luis E. Roca, M.D., assistant professor Lesley De La Torre, M.D., second year resident Adrian Ma-
rimon, M.D., database analyst Humberto Elejalde, M.D., and associate professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H. 

“Are Women with Hyperthyroidism at Risk for Intrauterine Fetal Demise?” third year resident Enrique Vazquez-Vera, first year resident 
Yvette Cordova, assistant professor Lesley De la Torre, M.D., third year resident Eric Schroeder, M.D., fourth year resident Francisco 
Cruz-Pachano, data manager Lunthita Duthely, assistant professor Victor Gonzalez-Quintero, M.D., M.P.H. 
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Administrative Office 

1611 NW 12th Ave. 

Holtz Building, Suite 3003 

Miami, FL  33136 

Tel. 305-585-5130 

Fax 305-355-1187 

www.ob-gyn.med.miami.edu 

To nominate a staff member for Employee Spotlight, e-mail Jackie Taylor, communications manager, at jtaylor2@med.miami.edu.  

► Salih Yasin, M.D., received a Patient’s Choice award. Every month, a company called MDx Medical surveys more than 40,000 pa-
tients across the U.S. Patients provide online feedback about their experiences with their doctors. They rate various components such 
as bedside manner, doctor-patient face time, degree of follow-up, courtesy of office staff, and overall opinions. According to MDx 
Medical, of the nation’s 720,000 active physicians, less than five percent earn the Patients’ Choice award.  

► Babac Shahmohamady, M.D., is now a fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.  

► Jorge Garcia, M.D., was approved to be a certified Tobacco Treatment Specialist.  

Congratulations 

Name: Marlene Collazo 

Job Title:  Senior Patient Access Representa-
tive for Dr. J. Matt Pearson, M.D.  

Job Duties: Coordinating surgeries, scheduling 
patient appointments, maintaining the physician’s 
administrative calendar, processing patient re-
sults for the nurse practitioner’s review, and 
assisting genetic counselor Talia Donenberg.  

Time with the department: Three years. 

What I like most about my job is: The emotion I 
feel when a patient contacts our office in a 
moment of despair and I am able to provide them 

with a feeling of hope.  
What most people don’t know about me is that: 

 I love to dance, read romance novels and watch 
scary movies.  
Three words my friends would use to describe 

me are :  sweet, joyful and caring.  

My idea of a perfect day is : spending the day at 
the beach or the park with my three boys and 
watching the sun set.  

My favorite dish is : lasagna.  
  

Marlene Collazo 


